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Senator Robert F. Kennedy striding down 
Fifth Avenue in the St. Patrick's Day Parade, 
the same day he announced his candidacy for 
president. New York City, 1968.

Photographs by Harry Benson
Text by Hilary Geary Ross
Introduction by Jay McInerney
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Halston, the legendary designer, and 
entertainer Liza Minnelli at Halston’s Olympic 
Tower office. New York City, 1978.

This book is dedicated to my wonderful husband, Wilbur Ross, and to all my friends 
and family who so generously posed for this book. I am ever so grateful to you all! 

-Hilary Geary Ross

As always, to my wife, Gigi, who collaborates on all my projects, for her 
enthusiasm and commitment in finding the unseen, older photographs for this book.

- Harry Benson
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Top: Hilary Geary Ross and 
Harry Benson at Evelyn and 
Leonard Lauder’s apartment. 
New York City, 2009. Photo by 
Leonard Lauder.

Center: Deborra-Lee Furness, 
Hilary Geary Ross, Hugh 
Jackman, and Harry Benson. 
New York City, 2011. Photo by 
Jonathan Delano.

Bottom: Hilary Geary Ross in 
Central Park. New York City, 2011.

P r e fa c e
b y  H i l a r y  G e a r y  r o s s

“New York New York. I want to wake up in the city that doesn’t sleep.” So 
goes the Kander and Ebb song, and if there is anyone who can dance you 
through New York City, it is none other than Harry Benson. In this spectacular 
volume, Harry Benson captures what gives New York its vitality: the people 
who live and work here. There is no better guide to the city than Benson.

Harry may have been born in Glasgow, but ever since he landed at Idlewild 
(now JFK) with the Beatles in 1964, this city has been in his blood. The same 
eye that captured the image of every president from Eisenhower to Obama 
and every mayor of New York from Lindsay to Bloomberg has also artistically 
chronicled the people who’ve made New York what it is today. Harry was 
recently awarded the CBE by the Queen of England and has twice been 
named NPPA Magazine Photographer of the Year. In 2007, he was awarded a 
Doctor of Letters from Glasgow University. He has had hundreds of magazine 
covers, forty solo exhibitions, and published numerous books of his work. His 
photographs hang in the permanent collections of the Smithsonian National 
Portrait Gallery in Washington, DC, and the National Portrait Gallery in 
Edinburgh.

I met Harry in the eighties when he took a photograph of me with Blaine 
Trump, Kimberly Rockefeller, and Christian Lacroix on Third Avenue outside 
Jim McMullen’s restaurant and have been a fan ever since. More recently we 
got to know each other better, as we both have houses in Palm Beach and 
would often dine together. In fact, the idea for this book was born at one of 
those little dinners with Harry, Gigi Benson, and my husband, Wilbur about 
two years ago. Over the past twenty-four months working on this project with 
Harry, it has been fascinating to watch him in action. He is a true professional, 
punctual, prepared, and best of all, imaginative. We would arrive at a shoot, 
and Harry would know exactly what kind of picture he wanted to create. I 
realized that he has the natural ability to immediately put people at ease with 
his self-effacing charm and his flawless manners. He listens, chats, makes a 
few jokes, maybe sings a song, politely makes a few suggestions, and then 
suddenly the magic happens, and the photograph becomes a portrait.

In this collection of photographs, Harry will walk you through the 
decades, capturing the essence of the city as he introduces you to the people 
that make the city buzz. Business tycoons, athletes, movie stars, politicians, 
philanthropists, artists, and families are all found here. This grand tour seen 
through the eyes of the legendary photographer is one you will never forget. 
This volume is really a photographic history of New York City, and as you 
turn the pages, you will meet all of its fascinating and captivating characters. 
Join me as we meet the people who give New York City its sparkle!

Christian Lacroix with Hilary 
Geary Ross, Blaine Trump, and 
Kimberly Rockefeller walking to 
Jim McMullen's restaurant. New 
York City, 1987.
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David Koch, and Michael Bloomberg, who has been mayor for the better part 
of a decade; the icons of the press and the literary and art worlds, from Diane 
Sawyer to Norman Mailer and Andy Warhol; and the creators of fashion—
Halston, Karan, Blass, and Lauren—as well as the women who inspire them. 

Some of the best images in the book, the most affectionate and the most 
luminous, are of the women at the apex of New York’s social and cultural 
life, those goddesses who live on the best-dressed list as they conspire to 
raise money for the New York Public Library, Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Truman Capote, whose 
portrait is in here, called these women “Swans.” Pat Buckley, Nan Kempner, 
C.Z. Guest, and Jackie Kennedy grace these pages, as do their successors: 
Mercedes Bass, Hilary Geary Ross (who provided the text and edited the 
book with Harry’s wife, Gigi), Samantha Boardman, Joanne de Guardiola, and 
Anne and Amanda Hearst (who just happen to be my wife and stepdaughter, 
respectively).

Almost all of Benson’s work has a kinetic quality, even when his subjects 
aren’t leaping in the air, like Susan Fales-Hill, author and woman about town. 
This sense of motion in so many of Harry’s New York portraits nicely captures 
the frenetic rhythm of the city, although one of the most striking portraits 
here captures its subject in what I can only assume was a rare moment of 
repose. Brooke Astor, the archetypal New York social figure, is seen reclining 
on a sofa, regal in purple, relaxing between ribbon cuttings and luncheons 
and parties. She would have approved of this book, which is a virtual New 
York party, a gathering of many of the city’s tribes, hosted by an acute and 
sympathetic observer.

Jay McInerney, author and columnist, 
in Water Mill, New York, 1992, and 
(opposite) at the Spotted Pig restaurant in 
the West Village, New York City, 2010.

i n t r o d u c t i o n
b y  J a y  M c i n e r n e y

I was at a dinner party at a duplex in Greenwich Village a few nights ago, 
and it suddenly struck me that this was the kind of party that some of us, when 
we were young provincials, fantasized about attending once we finally moved 
to New York.  Among the guests were a rock star, the heiress to a famous 
American fortune, an actress who’d just wrapped a film, a painter with a show 
hanging in Chelsea, a countess who’d just flown in from Palm Beach, and a 
few other fashionable men and women about town.  The walls displayed some 
pretty serious art, including canvases by Eric Fischl and George Condo, as 
well as a dozen iconic images of the Beatles having a pillow fight at the Hotel 
George V in Paris in 1964, shot by photographer Harry Benson. I would not 
have been at all surprised to see Harry Benson there that night. It was the 
kind of party that suggests the book in hand: a collection of New Yorkers, not 
all of whom are famous, but all who help to define and shape the spirit of this 
irrepressible and incomparable city, all captured on film by Benson.

Some of the subjects in this book are native New Yorkers, but many more 
were drawn here by the promise of America’s greatest city, a world unto 
itself. They arrived with a mythic image of the city, from movies, television, 
songs, and novels, to create their own myths and to find their own places in a 
landscape that is larger than life. Harry Benson came here with the Beatles in 
1964 and fell in love with the city and decided to stay. And he has been taking 
portraits of New Yorkers, many of whom have become his friends, ever since. 

The images here, spanning more than forty years, offer a glittering vision 
of the city. Harry Benson’s vista is very much an insider’s view, and his 
New York is composed in no small part of the people who run the city: the 
philanthropists and business leaders, like Leonard Lauder, Wilbur Ross, 
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Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Doubleday editor 
and former first lady, riding in a Checker cab. 
New York City, 1972.
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Above: Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani 
taking a bite of an apple in the Big 
Apple. New York City, 1997.

Right: Mayor Abraham D. Beame on the 
Brooklyn Bridge. New York City, 1975. 

Above: Mayor Edward I. Koch at Gracie 
Mansion. New York City, 1989.

Left: Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller 
chatting with Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh. New York City, 1965.
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Top: Brooke Astor standing in front of a stately portrait 
of her late husband, Commodore Vincent Astor, in her 
apartment at 778 Park Avenue. New York City, 1980.

Bottom: Brooke Astor at the main branch of the New 
York Public Library, one of the many institutions she 
championed. New York City, 1988.

Brooke Astor, the philanthropist affectionately 
called the “First Lady of New York,” in the 
Madison Avenue Bookshop, her favorite place 
in the city. New York City, 1991.
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William F. Buckley Jr., the conservative writer, in his 
apartment. New York City, 1982.

Opposite: Pat Buckley with her dog in her 778 Park 
Avenue maisonette in front of a John Norton painting 
of her. New York City, 1977.



70 71

Ricky and Ralph Lauren’s 
children in the family’s Fifth 
Avenue apartment. Andrew is 
a film producer, Dylan is CEO 
and founder of Dylan’s Candy 
Bar, and David is a senior vice 
president at Ralph Lauren. 
New York City, 2011.
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David Rockefeller Sr., grandson of legendary 
Standard Oil founder John D. Rockefeller, 
standing beside a de Kooning painting in 
his office shortly after his book, Memoirs, was 
published, and (opposite) sitting next to the ice 
rink at Rockefeller Center. New York City, 2002.
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Dr. Mehmet Oz, surgeon, best-selling 
author, and TV star, with his wife, Lisa, 
on the set of his popular television show. 
New York City, 2011.
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Julian Schnabel, acclaimed artist and 
award-winning filmmaker, in his studio at 
Palazzo Chupi in the West Village. 
New York City, 2011.
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Edwina Sandys, artist and granddaughter of Winston Churchill, dancing with 
her husband, architect Richard Kaplan, in front of a group of her sculptures in 
their downtown loft. New York City, 2009.

Opposite:

Top: Hunt Slonem, the artist known for his colorful parrot paintings, in his 
apartment with his Amazon parrot, Perky, perched on his shoulder. 
New York City, 2010.

Bottom left: Bronx-born Larry Rivers, an early pioneer of Pop Art, in his studio. 
Southampton, New York, 1983.

Bottom right: Brooklyn-born Maurice Sendak, award-winning illustrator and 
author of children’s books, including Where the Wild Things Are, in his studio. 
New York City, 1970.
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Paloma Picasso, designer for Tiffany & Co., 
surrounded by the artwork of her father, Pablo 
Picasso, in her Park Avenue apartment. 
New York City, 1986.  

William S. Paley, former chairman of CBS, 
standing next to his Picasso painting, Boy Leading 
a Horse, at his 820 Fifth Avenue apartment. 
New York City, 1985.
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Peter Marino, world-renowned 
architect, interior designer, and 
art collector, in his duplex with 
a baronial double-height living 
room and dueling fireplaces. 
He stands in front of a Franz 
Kline painting and is flanked by 
a bronze leopard sculpture by 
Lalanne. New York City, 2011.

Opposite: 

Top: Ralph Rucci, dress designer, 
artist, and collector, with his dog, 
Twombs (named for his favorite 
artist, Cy Twombly), in his East 
Side penthouse decorated by Susan 
Gutfreund. New York City, 2010.

Bottom: Douglas Hannant, designer 
and artist, and his partner, 
Frederick Anderson, a former 
dancer and Broadway actor, next 
to one of Douglas’ paintings in 
their apartment that they decorated 
together. New York City, 2011.
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Andy Warhol, the artist, never without his tape recorder and 
Polaroid camera, photographing Bianca Jagger, human rights 
advocate, during lunch at Warhol’s famous studio, The Factory. 
New York City, 1977. 
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Top: Yoko Ono and Sean Lennon in Central Park’s Strawberry Fields, 
near John Lennon and Yoko’s Dakota apatment, and the couple’s 
favorite spot in the park, now a two-and-a-half-acre sanctuary that 
pays tribute to John. New York City, 1985.

Below: Yoko Ono, multitalented artist and composer, with an 
exhibition of her work. New York City, 2009. John Lennon, one of the Beatles, 

on his first visit to the Big Apple. 
New York City, 1964.
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Oppposite:

Top: Director Roman Polanski rehearsing 
a scene with actress Mia Farrow for 
Rosemary’s Baby in a cemetery. 
Queens, New York, 1967. 

Bottom: Producer Ismail Merchant and 
director James Ivory, the duo behind such 
films as Howards End and The Remains of 
the Day, working on a project at their home. 
Columbia County, New York, 1987. 

Actors Al Pacino and Diane Keaton with 
director Francis Ford Coppola filming The 
Godfather late at night outside Radio City 
Music Hall. New York City, 1971.
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Wendi Deng (Mrs. Rupert) Murdoch at her triplex penthouse overlooking all of 
Central Park and Manhattan that was formerly owned by Laurance Rockefeller. 
Wendi is co-CEO and founder of Big Feet Productions and produced Snow Flower 
and the Secret Fan, a movie based on the best-selling novel by Lisa See. Wendi is 
a graduate of California State University and the Yale School of Management, 
where she serves on the board. She also serves on the boards for the Fund for 
Public Schools, Art.sy, AdChina, and Myspace China. New York City, 2010.
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Lifelong New Yorker Donald Trump with his wife, 
Melania, in their dazzling apartment overlooking 
Central Park. New York City, 2010.
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Famed designer Oscar de la Renta with his models and muses in 
his showroom. New York City, 1977. 

Opposite: 

Top: Oscar de la Renta riding near his country house. 
Kent, Connecticut, 1974.

Bottom: Oscar de la Renta receiving a hug from supermodel
Christy Turlington Burns backstage at the collections. 
New York City, 1993.
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Tory Burch, designer and 
philanthropist, in her apartment 
overlooking Central Park. 
New York City, 2010.
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Donna Karan, designer, touching up her lipstick on her way to 
her office. New York City, 1988.

 

Italian designer Valentino leaving the Pierre hotel after rehearsals 
for his fashion show. New York City, 1984.
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Inspired designer Mary 
McFadden at home in one 
of her signature pleated 
dresses. New York City, 1978.

Opposite: Elsa Peretti, 
the brilliant Tiffany & Co. 
designer, wearing a caftan 
designed by her pal, Halston. 
New York City, 1978.
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Truman Capote, the diminutive 
writer with the big personality, in 
Harry’s studio. New York City, 1984.

Truman Capote, the celebrated 
author, at his beach house. 
Wainscott, New York, 1984.
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Above: Rosamond Bernier, whose 
lectures at the Met are legendary, and 
her husband, art critic John Russell, 
at home. New York City, 1979.

Left: Gloria Steinem, the journalist 
and feminist, at work in her apartment 
with a copy of Ms. magazine, which 
she co-founded, in the foreground. 
New York City, 1985.

George Plimpton, journalist, author, 
and longtime editor of the Paris 
Review, at home. New York City, 1986.
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